
 

Early Intervention for Deaf and Hard of Hearing Infants & Toddlers 
When an infant is identified as deaf or hard of hearing (DHH), parents and health care providers 
are sometimes tempted to “wait and see” how things go with the child’s development. It’s easy 
to overlook or deny possible hearing loss because it is invisible and the impact on a child’s 
development is often underestimated. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Center for Childhood Deafness and Hearing Loss 
http://www.wsd.wa.gov/about-wsd/cdhl-wsd/ 
Kris Ching - Birth to 5 Outreach Coordinator 
(360) 418-4292   kris.ching@cdhl.wa.gov 

Northsound Hearing Speech and Deaf Center 
https://www.hsdc.org/contact/#bellingham-location  
(866) 647-0910 (Voice); 877-647-8508 (TTY)  
Videophone: 360-255-7166 bellingham@hsdc.org 

Give your baby an EARLY start. 
For Early Intervention Services 
in Whatcom County, contact: 

 

Why you should NOT wait 
Children begin learning at birth even though they 
are too young to use language to communicate.   

Children who are DHH can experience delays in 
speech, language, and social development. 

Getting an early start is the best way to PREVENT 
these delays. 

Behavioral challenges often improve when 
hearing loss is addressed.    

Infants who are DHH and receive early 
intervention by six months of age are more likely 
to be developmentally on par with hearing peers 
when they reach kindergarten.  

Early Hearing Detection, Diagnosis and Intervention 
www.doh.wa.gov/EarlyHearingLoss 
(888) 923-4334    ehddi2@doh.wa.gov 

Washington State Hands & Voices 
https://wahandsandvoices.org/ 
Christine Griffin - Guide By Your Side Coordinator 
(425) 268-7087 christine.griffin@wahandsandvoices.org 
https://wahandsandvoices.org/family-support/guide-by-your-side-program/ 

WA Early Hearing-loss Detection, Diagnosis 
and Intervention (EHDDI) Program  

follows the 1-3-6 goals  
to ensure that babies in Washington are: 

1 – Screened for hearing loss before hospital 
discharge, or by one month of age if not 
born in a hospital  

3 – Have a diagnostic hearing evaluation by an 
audiologist by three months of age (if the 
infant did not pass two hearing screens) 

6 – Enrolled in early intervention by six months 
of age if a hearing loss was found  

“I reached out to three professionals, 
including our doctor, before our son’s hearing 
loss was identified at 5 years old. Those years 

he can never get back.  
Be persistent. Reach out for information and 
support if you have the slightest concern or 

have been referred for more testing. 
There are helpful people available to answer 

your questions and offer next steps.”   
                             - Parent 

What’s most important is to NOT “wait and see”.  
  

More Resources for Families 

09-18-18 www.whatcomtakingaction.org EI for DDH - 1  
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