
03-14-18 www.whatcomtakingaction.org Early Intervention - Important - 1 

"When my son was very 
young, people said I 
should have him 
evaluated, but I was 
overwhelmed and 
waited.  I didn’t realize 
how much my son 
missed until our 
daughter became 
eligible for early 
intervention and I 
agreed to enroll. By 
partnering with 
providers and meeting 
other families with 
similar experiences, my 
understanding grew as 
we learned new skills. 
With each new decision 
my confidence 
strengthened, even past 
those early 
years.  Knowing there 
were people to support 
me made all the 
difference in the world 
for our family." 

-Christine 

Why Not Just Wait and See?  

My child had a developmental screening and may not be doing all the things children 
his/her age usually do. Someone said I should have my child evaluated to see if s/he 

should have early intervention. My child is so young! Why not just wait and see? 
 

Child development refers to the way kids grow, but there is more to development than 
physical growth. Children also develop their ability to communicate, to solve problems, 
and to navigate their physical and social worlds. Development is 
measured using milestones, key skills that almost all children at 
a given age are able to do. 

If you think that your young child might have delays but you 
wonder if you should just wait and see how it goes, please 
remember that: 

♥ The first years of life are very important to a child’s future.  

♥ Eighty-five percent of brain development happens before 
age three.  

♥ Early treatment and support for children with 
developmental delays helps them reach their full potential 
and might prevent delays from affecting long term growth 
and learning. 

♥ For some children, delays may be completely resolved 
with early intervention.  

♥ Even if a child’s delays do persist over time, he or she will 
do better in school, in social relationships, and in personal 
skills, when delays are caught early and children and 
families get the support they need.   

 

  
 

 
 

 

 

  
 
http://www.parenthelp123.org/child-development   
http://www.withinreachwa.org/what-we-do/healthy-families/child-development/about-child-
development/   
http://www.withinreachwa.org/what-we-do/healthy-families/child-development/program/help-
me-grow-services/  

You can learn about child development at many websites. Here are just a few to get started: 

To talk to a caring person who  
can help you take the next step, call: 

http://www.whatcomtakingaction.org/
http://www.parenthelp123.org/child-development
http://www.withinreachwa.org/what-we-do/healthy-families/child-development/about-child-development/
http://www.withinreachwa.org/what-we-do/healthy-families/child-development/about-child-development/
http://www.withinreachwa.org/what-we-do/healthy-families/child-development/program/help-me-grow-services/
http://www.withinreachwa.org/what-we-do/healthy-families/child-development/program/help-me-grow-services/
http://www.parenthelp123.org/
http://www.withinreachwa.org/

