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Ivy Baker Priest once wrote:  “The world is round and 
the place which may seem like the end may also be only 
the beginning.”  For us, the beginning was our third child’s 
diagnosis of seizures at the age of eight months. Thus 
began a world which included new medical terms like 
static encephalopathy and anticonvulsant, acronyms like 
EEG, PT, and DDD, and a whole team of professionals 
who would share information that turned the world we 
knew upside down.

Eric was “lucky” to be born in 1981. He immediately 
received therapy at Seattle Children’s Hospital, at the 
Whatcom Infant Stimulation Program in Bellingham 
and began developmental preschool at the age of three 
in the Bellingham School District. The years slid by 
and with the skill of our pediatric neurologist and the 
right combination of medications, Eric’s seizures were 
finally controlled at the age of three. Two years later, 
he was totally weaned off all meds 
and remains seizure-free to this day. 
Not coincidentally, Eric also began 
talking at the age of five. By 1987, Eric 
was participating in the “Life Skills 
Program” at Geneva Elementary 
and had a subsequent diagnosis of Autism from Dr. 
Geraldine Dawson at the University of Washington. 
His teacher at Geneva was to be one of the many 
wonderful influences in his life and ours. She worked 
diligently with the staff to see that Eric was included in 
typical classrooms. Inclusion was a very new concept in 
the school district at that time and we appreciated the 
support of the Geneva faculty. He went on to Whatcom 
and Kulshan Middle Schools, Bellingham High School 
and graduated from Squalicum High School in 2000. 
Eric continued his vocational and independent living 
skills training at the Community Transitions Program for 
two more years. He had a number of job experiences 
through the transitions program, learned to ride the bus 
independently and was employed at the copy center at 
Western when he graduated.

In the fall of 2004, after more than a two year wait, 
Eric received a coveted Section 8 Voucher which 
provided the financial means for him to move into his 
own apartment with a roommate. Also, during that 
time, Eric went to work at Brambleberry, a company 

that assembles and sells home soap making kits. He continues to 
work there today with the support of a job coach. One of our goals 
as parents was to provide Eric with a permanent residence so we 
would be assured he would never have to move.  With that in mind, 
we learned about Kulshan Community Land Trust, an agency that 
provides affordable homes to low and moderate income individuals 
and families. Eric qualified for the program and was able to purchase 
his home in the fall of 2007. He has been lucky, as have we, to have 
his sister, Kristin, as his roommate since that time.

Eric has a rich social life with family and friends. He has participated 
in the Community Access Program (CAP) for 
many years and has gone on numerous outings 
with Bellingham Parks and Recreation. He 
enjoys travel, especially Disneyland where he 
graciously allows us to accompany him.  Eric 
also enjoys attending plays at the Bellingham 

Theater Guild, movies and Husky and Mariner games.  An avid 
walker, Eric is well known in his neighborhood of Fairhaven.

A few years ago, I had the pleasure of hearing Sherman Alexie, the 
noted poet and author speak about his son’s traumatic birth and 
subsequent challenges. I was particularly moved when he said: “I 
have always believed in the kindness of strangers.” And so it is with 
Eric and our family.  We have been blessed with many strangers 
who have become friends and mentors. From our brilliant and 
caring neurologist and local pediatrician, our public health nurse, 
the therapists and daycare director to the teachers, classroom 
assistants, school and WTA bus drivers as well as the checkers at 
Fairhaven Haggen and the tellers at Whatcom Educational Credit 
Union.  And, always, our wonderful friends and family. It truly does 
take a village. Bob Berger wrote in Beating Murphy’s Law:  “I think 
about what my wife said that everything happens for a reason. 
Perhaps the reason is after the fact. Perhaps it is ourselves. Fate may 
randomly derail our lives but what we learn supplies the meaning.” 
We continue to learn from Eric every day.
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